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and Oriental produce, such as choice spices, perfumes,
medicines, metals, figs, almonds, dates, even gold dust,
and jewels, with which they provided themselves at
Bruges.

A very important branch of trade was that in salted
cod-fish, or stock-fish as it was called, an article
largely used on the Continent and in England too
in the Middle Ages. With this the English were then
accustomed to feed their troops when on service.
Nor were even living creatures lacking among their
cargoes, such as choice falcons from Norway or
Livonia, for which the English nobility, who were
then, as now, passionately addicted to sport, paid
high prices.

Indeed, the Steelyard was one of the staple places
for the export and import of all the principal
necessaries of life before men had thought of the pro-
ducts of America.

Nor was London by any means their only depdt.
It was the chief, but they also had factories in York,
Hull, Bristol, Norwich, Ipswich, Yarmouth, Boston,
and Lynn Regis. Some mention of them is found in
Leland's " Itinerary." Under an invitation to the
Hanseatics to trade with Scotland we find the name
honoured in legend and song of William Wallace. In
John Lydgate's poems we also meet with our Han-
seatics. In relating the festivities that took place in
London city on the occasion of the triumphal entry
of Henry VI., who had been crowned king at Paris
some months previously, the poet narrates how
there rode in procession the Mayor of London
clad in red velvet, accompanied by his aldermen